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P r e s id e n t 's  M e s s a g e R alph  W ilh e lm 6J a n u a ry  M e e tin g  N o tic e 7D e c e m b e r  B ow l Show  R e s u lts 7D e c e m b e r  G e n er a l M e e tin g  M in u tes B a rb a ra  P o z a r ic 8T r e a s u r e r 's  R ep o r t T om  H o p fin g er 9C om in g  E v e n ts 9E d ito r 's  M e s s a g e C h a rlo tte  H o p fin g er 10M em b er  Of The Y ea r 13W hat Is T h is  W orld  C om in g  To? F ra n k  S im m o n s 15P o e m O la S o m m e r h a u se r 16P le c o s to m u s  C an B e Spaw m ed 19The N a tiv e  C o rn er R ick  S m ith 21F o r  S a le 23J u s t  D ow n The S tr e e t M a r ily n  W atersto n 24S h a rk s! In S t. L o u is J im  T h ale 27A s T he W ater B u b b les K en  S o m m e r h a u se r • 29S ip honing  The E x c h a n g e s K en  K e im 31V is it in g  Our M e m b e r s K la u s B e r t ic h 33B ook  R e v ie w s M a r ily n  W ater s to n 34
B io n ic  J aw s M e m b er  A n a ly s is R ep r in t 36

EXC H A NG E PU B L IC A T IO N S: The D a r te r  w il l  ex c h a n g e  w ith  o th er  c lu b s '
p u b lic a t io n s . P le a s e  sen d  ex ch a n g e  p u b lic a t io n s  to:

The D a r te r  -  M .A .S . I .
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B ren tw o o d , M is s o u r i  6 3 1 4 4

F a ilu r e  to r e c e iv e  th r ee  c o n s e c u t iv e  i s s u e s  o f a c lu b 's  p u b lic a tio n  w il l  
be c o n s id e r e d  a s  a te r m in a t io n  o f our e x ch a n g e  w ith  that c lu b , u n le s s  
a d v is e d  to the c o n tr a r y .
P e r m is s io n  i s  g ra n ted  to r e p r in t  any a r t ic le  a p p ea r in g  h e r e in .  P le a s e  sen d  
two c o p ie s  o f any p u b lic a tio n  in  w h ich  a r e p r in t  a p p e a r s , one o f w h ich  i s  to  
be p ro v id ed  to the auth or o f the r e p r in te d  a r t ic l e .

/M o n th ly  i s s u e s  o f The D a r te r  a r e  p a r t  o f m e m b e r sh o p  c o n s id e r a t io n .

rhe D a r te r  i s  p u b lish ed  m o n th ly  by the M is s o u r i  A q u a r iu m  S o c ie ty , In c . at 
)407  T i l le s  D r iv e , B ren tw o o d , M is s o u r i  6 3 1 4 4 . C o n tr o lled  C ir c u la t io n  
P o sta g e  p a id  a t S t. L o u is , M is s o u r i  ____________________________________________
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W hat a r e  w e g o in g  to do in  1977 to m a tc h  and im p r o v e  on  our  

a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  o f the p a s t  y e a r ?  The f i r s t  th ing  that c o m e s  to  m in d , 
and the n ex t b ig  e v e n t on the M .A .S . I .  c a le n d a r , i s  the ann ual sh ow  and  
w o rk sh o p  in  A p r il .  T he sh ow  c o m m itte e  i s  h ard  at w o rk  stu d y in g  and  
r e v is in g  r u le s  and c l a s s e s ,  and lin in g  up an im p r e s s iv e  l i s t  o f s p e a k e r s .  
H o p efu lly  w e w il l  h ave our new  sh ow  r a c k s  b u ilt  in  t im e .

How about you r e ffo r t?  S ta r tin g  now , in  the n ex t th r e e  and o n e -  
h a lf  m o n th s y ou  sh ou ld  be a b le  to g e t  you r e n t r ie s  in  top  c o n d itio n .
T h e r e  w il l  be r a ff le  t ic k e ts  to be s o ld , p la n s to be m a d e , w o rk  to be 
d o n e . If y ou  w ant to h e lp  you r s o c ie t y ,  th e r e  is  p le n ty  to  d o .

I t 's  t im e  to s e l l  ad s a g a in , C h a r lo tte  a lw a y s  n ee d s  o r ig in a l  a r t ic le s
fo r  T he D a r t e r ------------ but I d on 't n eed  to l i s t  e v e r y th in g . If y ou  a re
w ill in g  to w o r k ,  th e  jo b s  w il l  find  y o u .

S p eak in g  of w o rk  I w is h  to thank a l l  o f you  w ho w o rk ed  to m ak e  
our la s t  a u c tio n  the s u c c e s s  i t  w a s .*  We n eed ed  y o u ,  and you  c a m e  
th rou gh , a l l  o f you  fr o m  th o se  w ho b ro u g h t i t e m s  to be a u c tio n ed  , the  
o n es  who w ork ed  and the o n e s  w ho p u r c h a se d  f i s h .  Thank you  a g a in .

H e r e 's  lo o k in g  fo rw o rd  to  
in  a l l  o f our a c t iv i t i e s .

a su p er  y e a r ,  w ith  in c r e a s e d  p a r t ic ip a t io n
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J A N U A R Y M  E E T ING N O T I C E
T im e  and D ate; 8:15 P .M .  W ed n esd a y  J a n u a ry  12th

P la c e :  P r u d e n tia l S a v in g s  and L oan
h C o m m u n ity  R oo m  6th  f lo o r

8020  F o r s y th e ,  C la y to n , M is s o u r i  
P a r k  in  g a r a g e  -  lo w e r  le v e l

• B ow l Show: C a tf is h  -  a l l  v a r ie t ie s  e x c e p t  C o ry d o r
A n a b an tid s -  ex c lu d in g  B e tta s  
O pen

D E C E M B E R  - B O W L  S H O W  R E S U L T S
H o b b y i s  t N o v i c e
( N o E n t r i e s ) ( 3 E n t r i e s )

B a r b s 1 . L a r r y  A l l b r i g h t
2 . K e n  S o m m e r h a u s e r
3 . O l a  S o m m e r h a u s e r

( 3 E n t r i e s ) ( 2 E n t r i e s )
T e t r a s 1 . B i l l  M i s k e l l y 1 . K e n  S o m m e r h a u s e r

2 . A l d e n  J o i c e 2 . O l a  S o m m e r h a u s e r
3 . R i c k  S m i t h
( 5 E n t r i e s  )

O p e n 1 . A l d e n  J o i c e
2 . R i c k  S m i t h
3 . K e n  S o m m e r h a u s e r

J a n u a r y  -  C a t f i s h  -  A L L  V A R I E T I E S  E X C E P T  C O R Y D O R A S  
A n a b a n t i d s  - E X C L U D I N G  B E T T A S

F e b r u a r y  -  K i l l i f i s h  -  A L L  V A R I E T I E S
S h a r k s  a n d  L o a c h e s  -  A L L  V A R I E T I E S
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

The regular monthly meeting of the Missouri Aquarium Society, Inc. 
was called to order by the President, Ralph Wilhelm, Wednesday,
December 8, 1976 at the Prudential Savings and Loan.

Mr. Wilhelm extended the clubs thanks to the Pozarics for again 
hosting the Christmas Party.

A note was read from the Scouts of Pack 129, Den 7 who attended 
the November meeting thanking the club.

The raffle tonight is free, one ticket per member.
The January Executive Council meeting will be held at the Copes 

on the 15th.
The next show meeting will probably be held the Tues. following 

the Jan. regular meeting.
Auction chairman, Ray Kuster, has buyer and seller .numbers tonight. 

Also there are bags available.
A reminder to sell ads for the Darter. Full page $60, i page $40 

and $10 for a business card.
Fish Raising reservations are due togight, see John Griffitts - 

the allotment will be 2 fish per membership.
Minutes of the November meeting were approved as printed.
The Treasurer's Report was recieved and filed subject to audit.
Larry Allbright, Show Chairman, announced that the rules for the 

Annual Show will be published in the Jan. Darter.
Ken Sommerhauser, Breeder's Award Chairman, reproted that the 

revisions are started and should be finalized by the end of February. 
Fish should still be brought in now.

After discussion, it was moved, seconded and approved that the 
club give approval to the Executibe Council’s approved motion to expend 
funds for- the building of racks for show use.

Annual Awards to be presented at the Jan. meeting - Best Article 
written for the Darter, Novice Bowl Show Winner, Hobbyist Bowl Show 
Winner, Novice of the Year and Hobbyist of the Year.

The Following names were placed in nomination for Member of the Yea 
Ralph Wilhelm, Tom & Charlotte Hopfinger and Jim & Joy Bogacki. the nominators must have their artivles on the nominees in to the Darter 
by Dec. 18, 1976.

The question v/as asked whether an individual may offer cash prizes at the Annual Show for such things as fish entered from the fartherest distance or most fish entered, etc. No objection was raised and the question was referred to the Show Committee.
Mike Shye made the donation of a 
Frank Nischbach noted the rising

number of trophies to the club, 
cost of fish fop̂ y.



T R E A S U R E R S  R E P O R TI

B a la n ce  a s  o f N o v em b er  2 1 , 1976
In co m e
E x p e n se

B a la n ce  a s  o f D e c e m b e r  22 , 1976
In com e:

A u ctio n
M e m b e r sh ip

B e r n s te in  $ 1 0 .0 0  
M o r e s c h e l  $ 7 . 50 

I n te r e s t  -  P r u d e n tia l S vg s  
T rop h y  d on atio n  
T o ta l In co m e

$ 6 6 6 .4 9

$ 1 7 . 5 0  
$ 1 5 . 5 7  
$ 1 5 . 0 0  
$ 7 1 4 .5 6

E x p e n se s :
B o z z a y  M o r le y  f lo w e r s  $ 1 1 . 5 0
A c e  O ffice  -  D e c . D a r te r  $ 4 1 . 2 8
S t. L o u is  P o s t - D is p .  ads $ 6 0 .0 6
U . S . P . O .  D ec  D a r te r  P o s ta g e  $ 1 0 . 3 6
A u ctio n  P o s t -C a r d s  $ 4 . 50
G e n e r a l P o s ta g e  $ 2 3 , 0 0
T o ta l E x p e n se  $ 1 5 0 . 70.

C a sh  on hand
D e p o s it  -  P r u d e n tia l S a v in g s  & L oan  
D e p o s it  - H am pton  Bank  
D e p o s it  - U .S .  P o s ta l  S e r v ic e

$ 2 3 4 2 .8 0  
$ 7 1 4 .5 6  
$ 1 5 0 . 7 0  
$ 2 9 0 6 .6 6

$ 4 1 . 8 2
$ 1 5 1 5 . 5 7  
$ 1 3 2 9 .2 7  
$ 20.00 
$ 2906.66

C O M I N G  E V E N T S
J a n u a ry

12th - M . A . S . I .  g e n e r a l  m e e t in g  - P r u d e n tia l S a v in g s
15th -  M . A . S . I .  E x e c u t iv e  C o u n c il m e e t in g  - C o p e 's  - 8 P .M .
23rd  - M . I .  B . B  A u c tio n  - H o lid a y  Inn N o rth
28th  29th  & 30th  - L e w is  fk C la rk  sh ow  and a u c tio n  -  H o lid a y  Inn N orth  

F e b r u a r y
9th - M . A . S . I .  g e n e r a l m e e t in g  - P r u d e n tia l S a v in g s

18th 19th & 20th  - W IN TER  W EEK EN D  W ORKSHOP - M E M PH IS, T E N N . 
We h av e  not r e c e iv e d  an y  a d d it io n a l in fo r m a tio n  a s  w e go to  p r e s s  -  
You ca n  c o n ta c t  th e ir  Show  C h a irm a n  - P a t A u st in  -  33745  R a le ig h  
M illin g to n , M e m p h is , T en n . 38128 P h on e 9 0 1 -3 8 6 -7 5 8 4
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E D I T O R S  M E S S A G E

H appy N ew  Y ea r  fr o m  The D a r te r  
s ta f f .  M ay a l l  o f our f i s h  r e m a in  h e a lth y  in the new  y e a r ,  
and m a y  a l l  o f the e x p e n s iv e  o n e s  r e p r o d u c e  o fte n . W ith  
the a r r iv a l  o f the new  y e a r  w e fa c e  a n o th er  in te r e s t in g  sc h e d u le  
o f c o m in g  e v e n ts .  The w o rk sh o p  s e a s o n  is  q u ick ly  a p p ro a ch in g .
Two b ig  f i s h  d a te s  a re  c r e e p in g  up on u s , and w il l  be w ith  us in  no t im e .
On F e b r u a r y  19 to 22 , The W in ter W orksh op  W eekend  (WWW) w il l  be h eld  
o n ce  a g a in  in M em p h is, T e n n e s s e e .  The d is ta n c e  is  not th at fa r  to* g o , and 
I know  fr o m  p a s t  a tten d a n ce  that you  w il l  h ave a v e r y  e n jo y a b le  w eek en d .
The w o rk sh o p  is  a lw a y s  w e ll  a tten d ed , and th ere  is  h a r d ly  a b e tte r  tim e  
(e x c e p t  fo r  ou r sh o w /w o r k sh o p  w eek en d ) to e x ch a n g e  hob by id e a s ,  and  
e x p e r ie n c e s  and g a in  a b e tte r  u n d ersta n d in g  on m a n y  s p e c ie s  o f f i s h e s .
S ee  the c o m in g  e v e n ts  p o r tio n  of th is  D a r te r  fo r  m o r e  in fo r m a tio n .

T he o th er  and m o s t  im p o rta n t d ate  th at w il l  be a r r iv in g  in  no t im e  at 
a l l  is  co m in g  the w eek en d  of A p r il  22 to 24 a t the H o lid a y  Inn N o r th . O nce  
a g a in  M . A . S . I .  w il l  h o s t  i t ' s  3rd M id -w e s t  hobby w o rk sh o p  and 17th annual 
sh o w . No m a s i - i t e  sh ou ld  be am on g the m is s in g .  We n eed  a l l  the su p p ort  
and w o r k e r s  that a re  a v a ila b le  to o n ce  a g a in  s u c c e s s f u l ly  h an d le  su ch  a la r g e  
an e x c it in g  e n d e a v o r . Show  and w o rk sh o p  p la n s a r e  in  th e w o r k s . The 
w eek en d  sh ou ld  be o u ts ta n d in g .

D a r te r  ads w il l  be run ning out so o n . If you  h av e  s e c u r e d  a n y  ad 
that is  c u r r e n t ly  b ein g  run  e a c h  m on th  p le a s e  m ak e a n o th er  c o n ta c t w ith  
the a d v e r t is e r  and en c o u r a g e  h im  or h er  to r en ew  th e  ad a g a in . We do 
n eed  the r e v e n u e , and I h o n e s t ly  f e e l  th at fo r  the p r ic e  and the m o n th ly  
c ir c u la t io n  r a te  our a d v e r t is e r s  do g e t  good p u b lic ity . L e t m e  r e p e a t  
our ad r a te s  w h ich  run fo r  one y e a r  fr o m  the m o n th  th ey  a r e  p u b lish e d .
A b u s in e s s  ca rd  ad c o s t s  $ 1 0 . 0 0 ;  a h a lf  p ag e  ad c o n ts  $ 3 6 . 0 0  and a fu ll 
p age ad is  $ 5 0 . 0 0 . A ls o  p le a s e  tr y  to s e c u r e  s o m e  new  a d v e r t i s e r s .  We 
h ave so m e  new  b u s in e s s  c a r d s  that cou ld  be run if  w e had m o r e  c a r d s  to 
f i l l  the p a g e . We m u s t  h ave a w h o le  y e a r s  a d v e r t is in g  p ag e  p r in ted  at one  
t im e  in  o r d e r  to c o m e  ou t ahead  and m ak e a p r o f i t .  F o r  m o r e  in fo r m a tio n  
c o n r a c t  m e  o r  ou r a d v e r t is in g  c h a ir p e r s o n , J oy  B o g a ck f.

S ee  you  at the m eetin g ^

<2jLu£*M&
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£ > £  TRO PICALS
Formerly SOUTH SIDE TROPICALS

H ilection o f f li anduge Seleclion OT Tropical and marine 
f ish  w th  116 fre sh w a le r  fanks and

over 1500 gallons o f  s a ltw a te r .
We carrv a complete limey a comp 
b f  aauariums and aquarium
supplies and many hard fofind 

terns including our new cusfom

aguanum stands. Come see us .
2045  Gravois
ST. LOUIS, MO.

HARVEY RAY HULL - OWNER
&64-545Z



TROPICAL FISH 
BIRDS

SMALL ANIMALS 
TERRARIUMS & PLANTS

BLUE DOLPHIN
Nova. Plaza

1238 Camp Jackson Rd. 
Cahokia, 111.
Ph. 332 - 1818 

\ C .  C6 I0)

| ^ P o p u l a r  ST- 6 R.

T a k a  H w y  3  so. e x i t

,’

A H O K lA v

V *

Fa m o u s

B l o c  D o l p h i n

FULL LINE OF PET SUPPLIES 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

COME VISIT US
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MEM BE R^ MEM BERS OF THE YEAR
This month at our meeting, January 12, 1977. the general membership 

will be asked to chose the person or persons it feels deserve the most outstanding yearly club award, Many trophies and honors have been earned 
and bestowed by MASI throughout the year in conjunction with the many 
functions sponsored by the society. MEMBER OF THE YEAR is the most out
standing yearly award which can be presented. Those receiving this award 
can truly feel no greater honor because it shows the appreciation and 
heartfelt thanks given by a body of people who respect the efforts and 
responsibilities exerted by the individual or individuals who have given so much of their time, talents and energy on behalf of the society.

Nominations of candidates were made at the December, 1976 general 
meeting. The persons who made the nominations have composed a brief 
summary stating their feelings as to why their candidate or candidates 
were selected. Please come to the January meeting and cast your support 
for the candidate(s) who you feel have made 1976 a particularly good 
year for MASI.

Nominee names are in alphabetical order.
JIM AND JOY BOGACKI

In the past year, since I have become more active in MASI, I have 
become more aware of the real workers in the club. While Jim and Joy 
Bogacki are always seen "up front" at all club functions, I would like 
to familiarize the members with some of their behind-the-scenes work.

Jim and Joy are regular members of the collating group which meets 
every month to put tbgether the Darter. Jim also delivers the Darter 
to the retail stores all over the St. Louis area. These are much appreciated but little recognized jobs. They also serve on several 
committees, such as the Breeders Award and the Show committees. In 
addition, Jim helps carry the library books each month and Joy helps 
with the refreshments. More important, without Joy's help last year's 
raffle wouldn't have been much of a success. She not only sold the most tickets individually, but she also sold over a dozen books for the 
club at the dance.

I think that hard workers like these two should get the recognition 
they richly deserve; and that is why i nominated them for "Member of the 
Year".

Carl Berry
TOM AND CHARLOTTE HOPFINGER

Again this year I am writing about the people who I believe deserve 
the Me’mber of the Year Award - Tom and Charlotte.

The continuous performance of high achievement of these two is 
amazing, there are few phases of MASI that hven't felt their helping hand.

As president, Tom led us through another highly successful Show and Workshop, taking the experience gained the previous year and using 
it to our advantage in 1976. Now he is serving the club as treasurer
and.doing a fine,ioh. Many contacts have been made to the club's



MEMBER OF THE YEAR - con,' t.
advantage through Tom'and Charlotte’s good will ambassadorships.

Every month more good words come back to the club about the Darter. 
Charlotte deserves all’the credit for these compliments. As the editor 
she put in many hours of gathering, editing, lays outs, printing arrange
ments , collating plus beating the bushes for original material. Tom’s 
typing doesn't hurt either.

All aspects of the club's activities interest these two people 
from helping people become active in the hobby'to arranging meetings 
and leading the way for a better club. All of this and more point the 
way to the Member of the Year Award.

Barbara Pozaric

RALPH WILHELM
Ralph has not been in the club long. But from the very start he 

has been right in there working.
This year he has been advertising chairperson, Show Chairperson 

i (and that's not an easy job), he works at the auctions and collates, 
and he's president, If there's a job to be done, Ralph will be there 
helping.

His house is always open to help with any fish problem you might 
have, and if he can't help, he'll find someone who can.

Ralph's done a lot for the club. He works hard at being President.

Joy Bogacki

W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S
S t u a r t  & B r e n d a  B e r n s t i e n  
7 3 0 5  L i n d e l l
U n i v e r s i t y  C i t y ,  M i s s o u r i  6 3 1 3 0  
7 2 6  - 1 4 9 3

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  D O N O R S
The M is s o u r i  A q u a r iu m  S o c ie ty , In c . g r e a t ly  a p p r e c ia te s  the 

g e n e r o s i ty  o f the fo llo w in g  m e m b e r s  and m a n u fa c tu r in g  f ir m s  fo r  th e ir  
d o n a tio n s in  su p p o rt o f ou r s o c ie t y  and i t ' s  a c t iv it ie s :
K ord on  C o rp . P r id e  o f S u ffo lk
G old en  S ta te  A q u a tic s  R alp h  W ilh e lm
P en n  P la x  B e ld t 's
L u sta r  M a r d e l L a b o r a to r ie s
R ila  P r o d u c ts  F ra n k  S im m o n s

M a r in e la n d  A q u a r iu m  P r o d u c ts  D ow  C orn in g



or
T h e r e  M u st Be M o re  M o n ey  In F is h  In The C le v e la n d  A r e a

by F ra n k  S im m o n s
The fo llo w in g  a r t ic le  w a s p r in ted  in  The C le v e la n d  P la in  D e a le r  and  

fo r w a r d e d  to m e  by a fr ie n d .
F I S H  W A R ?

B U L L E T S . BO M B, BEATIN G S M ARK AQUARIUM  B A T T L E F IE L D
by M a ir y  Jayn  W oge

• S in ce  la te  J u n e, m o r e  than $ 3 0 ,0 0 0  w o rth  o f tr o p ic a l  f i s h  h av e  b een
k il le d , tw o m e n  h a v e  b een  sh o t, a n o th er  h a s  b een  ch a rg ed  w ith  fe lo n io u s  
a s s a u lt  and a n o th er  w ith  r e c e iv in g  s to le n  f i s h ,  th r e a ts  h ave b een  r e c e iv e d  
and a tr o p ic a l  f i s h  s to r e  h as b een  b om b ed  in  W ic k lif fe .

E v e r y o n e  in v o lv ed  c la im s  ig n o r a n c e  about the r e a s o n s  fo r  a l l  th is  
v io le n c e .

But th e y  a r e  a l l  w on d er in g  w h eth er  the g r e a t  t r o p ic a l  f i s h  w ar  of 
G r e a te r  C le v e la n d  is  und er w a y .

The la t e s t  in c id e n t took  p la c e  la te  Sunday n ig h t w hen  a bom b exp lod ed  
a t the r e a r  o f the T r o p ic a l F is h  D is tr ib u tin g  C o . ,  29013  E u c lid  A v e . , W ic k lif fe .

The o w n er , J o se p h  L o r a , 3 0 , to ld  The P la in  D e a le r  he d o e s  not know  
w hy the s to r e  w a s b om bed  and h o p es  that it  w as a m is ta k e .

He a ls o  sa id  he k n ow s one o f the f i s h  d e a le r s  w ho w a s sh o t and the  
m a n  a c c u s e d  o f sh o o tin g  h im .

L o r a 's  s to r e  is  in  the sa m e  L ake C ounty co m m u n ity  w h ere  N an cy  
F a b a in  o p e r a te s  the L ak elan d  T r o p ic a l F is h  C o. , 29649  L ak ela n d  B lvd .

It w as h e r e ,  M r s .  F a b ia n  s a id , th at on June 23 a n u m b er  o f h er  
e x p e n s iv e  tr o p ic a l  f i s h  w e r e  p o iso n e d  at a l o s s  o f about $ 2 , 5 0 0 . One w eek  
la t e r ,  sh e  s a id , th e re  w as a b r e a k - in  at h er  s to r e  and m o r e  f i s h  k il le d  fo r  
a lo s s  o f $ 1 , 1 0 0 .  She sa id  sh e  h a s  s in c e  le a r n e d  th at liq u id  f e r t i l i z e r  w a s  
p ou red  in to  h e r  tank s to k i l l  the f i s h .

M onday M r s .  F a b ian  r e c e iv e d  a th r ea te n in g  phone c a l l .  She sa id  the  
c a l l e r ,  a m an  who sh e  cound not id e n tify , to ld  h er: "If R ich a rd  C la y to n  
c o m e s  on y ou r  p ro p e r ty , y o u 'l l  be n e x t ."

I*?



FISH WAS? CONTINUED
C la yto n  is  ch a rg ed  w ifh  fe lo n io u s  a s s a u lt  in  the w ou ld in g  S ep te m b e r  

30 of C a rm en  Z a g a r ia , 34 , o f 4275  W , 180th  S t . ,  o w n er  o f the D e n iso n  
W h o le sa le  T r o p ic a l F is h  C o . ,  and a fr ie n d  o f Z a g r ia , J a m e s  D o v e , 2 8 , of 
3428 W. 90th  S tr e e t .

M r s . F a b ia n  sa id  sh e  h as done b u s in e s s  w ith  both  L o r a  and Z a g a r ia  
and th at sh e  w as b r ie f ly  a b u s in e s s  p a r tn er  o f C la y to n  m o r e  than a y e a r  
a g o . She sa id  C la y ton  had b ee n  in  h e r  s to r e  on S a tu rd a y .

C la y to n , 25 , o p e r a te s  the V a r ie ty  A q u a r iu m  at h is  h o m e , 8 625  D e n iso n  
A v e . SW . P o l ic e  sa id  he had a c c u s e d  Z a g a r ia  o f th row in g  a r o c k  th rou gh  
the s to r e  w in d ow , sm a sh in g  a 1 3 0 -g a llo n  tank and k il l in g  s e v e r a l  p r iz e  f i s h .

T he sh o o tin g  fo llo w e d  a f is t f ig h t  in v o lv in g  a l l  th r e e  m e n , p o l ic e  s a id .
Z a g a r ia  lo s t  $ 2 6 , 000 w o r th  o f tr o p ic a l  f i s h  A u g u st 10 in  a b u r g la r y  

at h is  s t o r e ,  7508  D e n is o n .
A w ee k  la t e r ,  K en n eth  C o p le y , 2 2 , o f 3215 B a r o e r  A v e . SW , w as  

c h a r g e d  w ith  p o s s e s s io n  o f s to le n  p r o p e r ty  w hen  p o l ic e  a rm e d  w ith  a s e a r c h  
w a r r a n t found about $ 2 , 000 w o rth  o f f i s h  b e l ie v e d  to h ave b een  ta k en  fr o m  
Z a g a r ia .

A ls o ,  M a r ie  F o r tn e r , o p e r a te r  o f M a r ie 's  A q u a r iu m , 9849 L o ra in  
A v e n u e , sa id  th at w ith in  the p a s t  m o n th  about $500  w o rth  o f tr o p ic a l  f i s h  
h ave b een  k il le d  by p o iso n  in  h er  s t o r e .

"I ca n  t e l l  if  i t 's  a d is e a s e  m a k in g  the f i s h  s ic k ,"  sa id  M is s  
F o r tn e r ,  w ho h as b ee n  in  b u s in e s s  fo r  n in e y e a r s .  "B ut th e s e  f i s h  had  
b ee n  p o is o n e d ."

E D IT O R 'S  NO TE -  I a m  su r e  that a l l  o f our r e a d e r s  w ou ld  be in te r e s te d  in  
any fu r th e r  d e v e lo p m e n ts  r e la t in g  to the in c id e n ts  r e la te d  in  the a r t ic le  a b o v e .  
The D a r te r  w il l  be happy to p r in t a n y  a d d itio n a l in fo r m a tio n  r e c e iv e d .

We w is h  you  a M e r r y  F is h m a s ,
We w is h  you  a M e r r y  F is h m a s ,
We w is h  you  a M e r r y  F is h m a s ,
And a H appy B lu e g i l l .

O la  S o m m e r h a u se r

iC



We didn’t 
duplicate the

Instant Ocean * Synthetic Sea Salts from Aquarium  Systems



A unique solution to 
an old salt water

problem.
For years, synthetic sea salt manufacturers have been 

trying to duplicate nature’s formula for sea water. It ’s not 
surprising they haven’t succeeded because this formula 

is one of nature’s most complex.
A t Aquarium Systems, we took a different 

approach. We didn’t try to duplicate sea water because 
i t ’s a marginal medium. We developed Instant Ocean, 

an artificial sea salt that meets the demand of artificial 
systems. It ’s a consistent formula that’s better than the 

sea at keeping captive marine life healthy and active.

Leading the way in marine research.
Marine biologists quickly accepted Instant 
Ocean as the standard laboratory environ
ment for salt water research.Today, virtually 

every major university and research 
laboratory uses Instant Ocean. 

When the first rock samples 
were brought back from the 

moon, NASA researchers chose 
Instant Ocean as a medium to 

test for signs of lunar life. 
Neptune's Nurseries, an 

affiliate of Aquarium Systems, is 
using Instant Ocean exclusively 

to breed marine fishes. With the 
success of this effort, a fish farm to 

provide tank-raised fishes for the marine 
hobbiest has been started.

I P
The key is expertise.

Behind the development of Instant Ocean is a professional staff, 
including recognized researchers and published authors. Experts that

other experts trust.
And if experts can trust Instant Ocean for their lab work, you 

can trust it in your home aquarium. Look for Instant Ocean at leading 
aquarium supply stores. Aquarium Systems, Inc., 33208 Lakeland Boulevard, 

Eastlake, Ohio 44094. O r call (216) 946-9180 for more information.

& Aquarium Systems
The name the experts trust.

M A T
CEAN

SYNTHETIC SEA SAI TS
SCIENTIFICALLY FORMULATED FOR MARINE LIFE JU»T ADD TAP WATKW

CONTENTS  ̂ NTOMT

Aquarium Systems i»c.



"PL E C O ST O M U S”
.C A N  B E  SPA W N E D

A q u ariu m  D ig e s t  In tern a tio n a l 
R ep r in t fro m  FIN F A R E  
V ic to r ia , B . C . ,  C anada

P le c o s to m u s  a re  u s u a lly  found in the b ottom  o f the a q u a r iu m . T h ey  
h a v e  a b ro a d , fla t u nd erb od y, w h ich  i s  not p r o te c te d  by the a r m o r  th at  
e n c a s e s  the r e s t  o f th e ir  body. A lth o u g h  th ey  a r e  o m n iv o r o u s , th ey  r e q u ir e  
a la r g e  p e r c e n ta g e  of v e g e ta b le  m a tte r  in th e ir  d ie t. In n a tu re , th e ir  food  
c o n s i s t s  m a in ly  o f a lg a e  and h ig h e r  p lan t g ro w th s  th at d ev e lo p  on and in  
the su r fa c e  o f rottin g  lo g s .  T h ey  a re  fa ir ly  e f f ic ie n t  a t k eep in g  a n u m b er  
o f k in d s o f a lg a e  under c o n tr o l in the h o m e a q u a r iu m , p a r t ic u la r ly  so ft  
a lg a e  th at g r o w s  on the s id e s  o f the tank  and on r o c k s . A co m m o n  m is ta k e ,  
h o w e v e r , i s  to  u n d erfeed  th e se  f ish . T h ey  n eed  a m uch  b ro a d er  d ie t  than  
a lg a e  a lo n e  can  p ro v id e . C on d ition in g  F ood , T e tr a  M in T a b le ts  and T e tr a  
T ip s  sh ou ld  be u sed  a s  a r e g u la r  p a rt o f th e ir  d ie t.

A n o th er  r e a so n  for  the p o p u la r ity  o f the P le c o s to m u s  i s  i t s  u n u su a l 
a p p ea r a n c e . I ts  body c o lo r  i s  o r d in a r ily  a drab  d ark  b row n  or g r e e n .  
A lth o u gh  a few  s p e c ie s  do h ave so m e  a ttr a c t iv e  c o lo r s  and p a tte r n s , th e se  
a r e  n ot co m m o n ly  a v a ila b le . A n u m b er o f s p e c ie s  a ls o  p o s s e s s  b a r b e ls ,  
b r i s t l e s ,  or a n t le r - l ik e  g ro w th s on th e ir  sn o u ts . T h is  i s  p a r t ic u la r ly  known  
a s  the " B r is t le - N o s e d  P le c o s to m u s " .

A lth o u gh  q u ite  c o m m o n ly  kept, r e p o r ted  sp a w n in g s o f P le c o s to m u s  
h ave b een  r a r e . R e c e n tly , a young la d y  fro m  H ayw ard , C a lifo r n ia , h as  
p ro d u ced  m an y  s u c c e s s f u l  sp a w n in g s o f the " B r is t le - N o s e d  P le c o s to m u s "  
u sin g  d if fe r e n t  p a ir s  and g e n e r a t io n s . The fo llo w in g  d e s c r ip t io n  o f the  
b re e d in g  c o n d it io n s  in M ary  Y ou ng’s a q u ariu m  m a y  p ro ve  h e lp fu l to  
o th e r s  w ish in g  to  rep ro d u ce  th is  in te r e s t in g  f is h .

S ex u a l d if f e r e n c e s  a re  n ot n o t ic e a b le  u n til the f is h  b e c o m e  about 
a y e a r  and a h a lf  o ld . A t th is  p oin t the " W h isk ers" , a c tu a lly  b a r b e ls , 
a lon g  the ed g e  o f h is  m ou th  and up th rou gh  h is  fo r eh e a d . The fo r eh e a d  
b a r b e ls  r e s e m b le  an in v e r te d  "Y" p a ttern . In d iv id u a lly , e a c h  b a r b e l is  
sh ap ed  l ik e  a s m a ll  fork .

T h e fe m a le  P le c o s to m u s  i s  e a s y  to  d is t in g u ish  fro m  the m a le . She 
h a s  o n ly  one b a r b e l on e a c h  s id e  o f  h er  m outh , and h er  h ead  i s  b ro a d e r  and  
w id e r  than th at o f the m a le .

M a r y 's  spaw ning tank  i s  o n ly  fiv e  g a l lo n s . On th e day o f one sp aw n 
in g , the w a te r  c o n d itio n s  w e r e  m e a s u r e d  to  b e: pH = 7. 8, kH = 13°,
N itr i t e s  = . 1 ppm , and te m p e r a tu r e  = 78° F  (25. 5 °  C ). T h e se  r e a d in g s  
s e e m  m o re  a lk a lin e  and h a rd er  than one m ig h t e x p e c t . A lth ou g h  P le c o s to m u s  
s p e c ie s  h av e  b een  found o c c a s io n a l ly  in the b r a c k is h  w a ter  o f c o a s t a l  a r e a s ,  
th e ir  n a tu ra l h a b ita ts  a re  u su a lly  so ft, a c id , " b la ck w ater"  a r e a s .  T hey  
a r e  o b v io u s ly  f le x ib le  about th e ir  w a te r  c o n d it io n s . T

C O N T IN U E D



P le c o sto m u s Can Be Spawned -  Continued
W hile m a n y  f is h  im p o r te r s  h ave found P le c o s to m u s  e a g e r ly  e a t  cu t 

p ie c e s  o f b o ile d  y e llo w  sq u a sh , and sp in a ch  and le t tu c e , M ary  Young h a s  
found a n o th er  v e g e ta b le  th at h er  P le c o s to m u s  r e a l ly  en jo y . H er f is h  
g r e e d i ly  d ev ou r  D el M onte can ned  G reen  B e a n s , w h ich  sh e  u s e s  to  su p p le 
m en t th e ir  m ain  c o u r s e  o f T e tr a  M in C on d ition in g  F ood . B y  the w ay,
M ary  h a s  tr ie d  o th er  b ra n d s o f g r e e n  b ea n s , but D el M onte i s  the o n ly  
one th ey  l ik e . The b ea n s  sh ou ld  be r in se d  th o ro u g h ly  b e fo r e  you put th em  
in  the a q u a r iu m . . f

T h e s e  " B r is t le - N o s e d  P le c o s to m u s "  u se  a c a v e  fo r  b re e d in g .
T he m a le  sp en d s about a w eek  c le a n in g  the p r o s p e c t iv e  a r e a . A fte r  th is ,  
he w ill  c h a se  the fe m a le  fo r  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  w ith  a lo t  o f nudging and  
p u sh in g . F in a lly  th ey  e n te r  the spaw ning s i t e .  T he m a le  s q u e e z e s  the  
fe m a le  and sh e d e p o s it s  the e g g s  on the s id e  o f the c a v e . Up to 80 e g g s  
m ay be p ro d u ced . T h e se  e g g s  a r e  v e r y  la r g e , around  2 m m  in d ia m e te r , 
and th ey  a re  a c le a r ,  a m b er  c o lo r . T he b r e e d e r s  a re  about 4 in c h e s  lon g .

T he m a le  P le c o s to m u s  c lo s e ly  g u a rd s  the spaw n. If e g g s  b ec o m e  
d is lo d g e d  fro m  the c a v e , he w il l  r e tu rn  th em . W h ile he p r o te c ts  the  
im m e d ia te  a r e a , the fe m a le  p a tr o ls  the p e r im e te r . T h is  i s  the o p p o s ite  
p a ttern  of m any c ic h lid s  w h ere  the fe m a le  d r iv e s  the m a le  a w a y  fro m  the 
spaw n and he p a tr o ls  the b ou n d ary  o f the b re e d in g  s ite .  T he m a le  P l e c o s 
to m u s w il l  w ard  o ff a ll  in v a d e r s  and sh ou ld  be kept w ith  the spaw n. He 
i s  an e x c e l le n t  p a ren t and w ill  not ea t e ith e r  the fr y  o r  the e g g s .  T he  
e g g s  h a tch  a fte r  4 to 7 d a y s and the fr y  h a v e .a  la r g e  y o lk  s a c . T he m a le  
k e e p s  the fr y  w ith in  the ca v e  fo r  a n o th er  w e e k  o r  tw o. B y the t im e  th ey  
a r e  a llo w e d  out, th ey  a r e  a lr e a d y  b etw een  1 /4  and 3 /4  in ch  in  len g th .
T he P le c o s to m u s  fry  w il l  e a t  T e tr a  Min B ab y  F is h  F ood  and f in e ly  
c r u sh e d  T e tr a  M in C on d ition in g  F ood  and g ro w  to m a tu r ity  w ith  l i t t le  
d iff ic u lty .



THE 
NATIVE 

C © M E  IT
by R ick  S m ith

C A T F I S H
fa m ily  -  Ic ta lu r id a e

C a tifsh  a re  g ra d u a lly  b eco m in g  an e x tr e a m ly  p op u lar  M id w e st d e l i c a s s i .  It 
h as b een  sa id  that th e se  e a s i ly  fa r m ed  f is h e s  a re  p r o liv ic  and h ave b ec o m e  
a fa s t  g ro w in g  e n t e r p r is e .  T h e r e  w as an in te r e s t in g  a r t ic le  in  the O cto b er  
5, 1976 G lo b e -D e m o c r a t  Sunday m a g a z in e  on one c a t f is h  fa r m .

B ut l e t ' s  le a v e  our s to m a c h s  v iew  o f c a t f is h ,  and look  at the c a t f is h  
a s  an in t e r e s t in g  a q u a r iu m  f i s h .  T h ere  a r e  37 c a t f is h  in  N o rth  A m e r ic a  
and 15 o f th em  can  be found in  M is s o u r i .  C a tf ish  a r e  n o c tu rn a l f e e d e r s ,  
but a su d d en  r i s e  o f w a te r  or w a te r  sp e e d  w il l  sen d  th em  out on a feed in g  
s p r e e .  The n am e c a t f is h  r e fe r s ’ to the w is k e r - l ik e  b a r b e ls  on th e ir  m o u th s .
T h e se  b a r b e ls  a re  u su a lly  found on the u p p er jaw  to ch in . C a ts  d on 't
h ave s c a l e s ,  but so m e  h ave p r o te c t iv e  a r m o r . B e c a r e fu l  w hen  h an d lin g  
c a t f is h .  T h e ir  p e c to r a l  and d o r s a l  fin  sp in e s  m a y  c o n ta in  v en o m . A ll  
th e ir  f in s  e x c e p t  the p e c to r a l  and d o r s a l  h ave s o ft  r a y s .

. C a tf ish  r a r ly  e n ter  b r a c k is h  w a te r , but it  h as h a p p en ed . C a tf ish
a r e  c a r n iv o r is  (p r im a r ily )  h u n te r s , but th ey  w il l  c o n su m e  so m e  p la n ts .
T h ey  a ls o  can  be v e r y  a g r e s s iv e  tank m a te s ,  so  be c a r e fu l .

C a tf ish  a r e  n e s t  b u ild e r s  and do g iv e  so m e  p a r e n ta l c a r e  to  the fr y  
and e g g s .  S om e c a t f is h  a re  ta g g e d , so  i f  you  c o m e  a c r e s s  the m e ta l  tag  
o r  s u r g ic ly  im p la n ted  so n a r  ta g  sen d  them - to:

J . R o b in so n
F is h  and W ild life  C en ter  
1110 C o lle g e  A ven u e  
C o lu m b ia , M is s o u r i  65201

I a m  not fa m il ia r  w ith  the la w s on c a t f is h  in  M is s o u r i  so  be c a r e fu l  in  
w hat you  ta k e .

BLA C K  B U L L H E A D
Ic ta lu r u s  m e la s

T h is  d a r k ly  c o lo r e d  c a t f is h  is  found in  the p r a ir ie  a r e a s  o f M is s o u r i  
in  a b u n d an ce. T h ey  p r e fe r  tu rb id  w a te r s ,  w ith  a s i l t  b o tto m  and e s p e c ia l ly  
b ack  w a te r  a r e a s .



THE NATIVE CORNER CONTINUED
The b la c k  b u ll i s  y e l lo w  b row n  to b la ck  in  c o lo r .  T h ere  is  a p a le  

v e r t ic a l  band at the ca u d a l b a se  (w h ich  is  o n ly  found on the b la ck  b u llh e a d ) .  
T h e ir  b e l ly  is  y e llo w  to w h ite , and the f in s  a re  lig h t to d ark  b a lc k . The  
ta i l  is  the sa m e  c o lo r  a l l  the w ay  th rou gh  and is  n otch ed  s l ig h t ly  (not fo r k e d ) . 
The B la ck  b u ll is  a s to u tly  sh ap ed  f is h  and is  s im ila r  to the y e llo w  and  
b row n  b u l ls ,  e x c e p t  fo r  the fa c t  th at it  h as no sa w  te e th  on the p e c t o r a ls .

T he a n a l f in  h a s  1 7 -21  s o f t r a y s .  The b od y  s o m e t im e s  m a y  ap p ear  
fa in t ly  m o tt le d . The d ip o se  fin  is  s e p a r a te  fr o m  the t a i l .  T he m o u th  h as  
an o v e r b ite .  T h e ir  ch in  b a r b e ls  a re  d ark  in  c o lo r ,  and th e ir  b a r b e ls  on  
the m ou th  c o r n e r  a r e  a b le  to  ex ten d  up to the p e c to r a l  f in  b a s e s .

B la ck  b u ll's  a re  p a r t ia l  to w o r m s and c r u s te u c e n s  and w il l  g r e e d i ly  
a c c e p t  th e m . T h ey  b r e e d  in  M ay  to June in round n e s t s ,  w h ich  a re  gu rad ed  
by the p a r e n ts .  W hen the fr y  r e a c h  1 in ch  th ey  a re  on  th e ir  o w n . The fr y  
w il l  fe e d  in  a sw a r m in g  m a s s  ( s im i la ir  to the o c e a n  c a t s )  u n til, f a l l .

B a lc k  b u lls  g ro w  10 to 16 in c h e s  and ca n  l iv e  5 y e a r s .
C H A N N E L  C A T FISH

Ic ta lu r u s  p u n cta tu s
The ch a n n e l c a t f is h  l iv e s  in  N o r th w e st  M is s o u r i  in  the p r a ir ie  

s t r e a m s  p r im a r i ly .  T h ey  p r e fe r  la r g e  s t r e a m s  and low  g r a d ie n t s .  The 
young p r e fe r  the sh a llo w  a r e a s  on the s t r e a m s .  T h e se  f is h  a r e  h ig h ly  
p r iz e d  a s  food  f i s h .

The ch a n n e l c a t  is  s t r e a m lin e d  in  sh a p e . Its h ead  is  s l ig h t ly  
d ia g n a lly  sh ap ed  on  the to p . The ja w s h ave an o v e r b ite .  S c a tte r e d  sp o ts  
on the b ack  and s id e s  m a y  a p p ea r  on th e s e  f i s h .  The ch a n n e l c a t  h as the  
a p p ea r a n c e  s im i l ia r  to the B lu e  C at and is  o ften  c o n fu sed  w ith  it  (h o w ever  
i t  i s  not w ed g e  sh ap ed  lik e  the b lu e ) . T h ey  h av e  fo r k e d  ta i ls  and a f r e e  
a d ip o se  f in . The o u ter  a n a l f in  p a r t  is  ro u n d ed . 24 to 29 s o ft  r a y s  a r e  
on the an a l f in . The f in  c o lo r  is  y e llo w  to d u sk y  in  c o lo r  and s o m e t im e s  
it  h a s a b la c k  b o r d e r . T h e ir  o v e r a l l  c o lo r  is  o liv e -b r o w n  to b lu e w ith  a 
s i lv e r  w h ite  b e l ly .  T h ey  g ro w  12 to 32 in c h e s .

B r e e d in g  m a le s  h av e  e n la r g e d  h ead  " fea tu r es"  (bum ps e t c . )  and  
a c o lo r  o f d ark  b lue to  b la c k .

C h an n el c a t f is h  a re  n o c tu rn a l f e e d e r s ,  ea tin g  m o llu s k s ,  f i s h ,  
c r u s te u c e n s  and p la n ts , in  sh a llo w  w a te r s .

In la te  M ay to m id  J u ly , the m a le  b u ild s a n e s t  in  s e m i-d a r k  
l ig h t . The m a le  a ls o  c a r e s  fo r  the f r y .  F e m a le s  r a r e ly  do th is .  A  
g o ld e n  c o lo r e d  m a s s  o f e g g s  is  la id  in  the n e s t .  The fr y  h a tch  in  6 to 
7 d a y s , and the fr y  w il l  be fr e e  sw im m in g  7 to 8 d ay s la t e r .  A t th is  t im e  
the m a le  l e a v e s .



THE NATIVE CORNER CONTINUED
O ZARK M AD TOM C A T FISH

N otu ru s a lb a ter
T h is  s m a ll  c a t f i s h  l iv e s  in  the O za rk  R eg io n  in  so u th e r n  M is s o u r i .  

T h ey  p r e fe r  c le a r ,  s tro n g  flo w in g  w a te r s  (p o o ls  and s t r e a m s ) .
T h is  M ad T om  C at is  c o m m o n ly  s e e n  at n ig h t fe e d in g  up and dow n  

the r iv e r s  e d g e . T h is c a t  is  s m a lle r  than the o th er  tw o g ro w in g  2 - 1 / 2  to 
5 in c h e s  in  len g th . T h ey  a re  s l im  and h ave a sq u a r e  sh ap ed  t a i l .  The  
The a d ip o se  f in  is  in  a low  r id g e  sh a p e  c o n n e c te d  (by m e m b r a n e ) to the  
c a u d a l. The p e c to r a l  f in  is  sa w  tooth ed  in  the r e a r  o f th e ir  s p in e s .  The  
f in s  a r e  c o lo r e d  y e llo w -w h ite  to c r e a m -w h ite  w ith  in d is t ic t  m a r k s  o r  b lo tc h e s .  
The body is  m o ttle d  (d is t in c t ly )  w ith  d a r k ish  s p lo c h e s .  T h ere  is  a d ark  
b ar u n d ern ea th  the a d ip o se  f in . T h ey  h ave a lon g  t a i l .  The b ack  is  b ro w n -  
ta n . T h ere  a re  4 in d is t in c t  c r o s s b a r s  on the b a ck . The s id e s  a r e  s im ila r  
in  m o tt i l in g . The b e l ly  is  c o lo r e d  lik e  the f in s  e x c e p t  w ith o u t .th e  m a r k in g s .

T h ey  b r e e d  in  m id -s u m m e r  and l iv e  ab ou t 5 y e a r s .

F O R  SA L E  FO R  SA L E  FO R  SA L E  FO R  SA L E  FO R  SA L E  F O R  SA L E  F O R  SA L E
P a u l P o w e ll  -  6 44  -  3812 w ou ld  l ik e  to s e l l:

1 - 5 5  g a l .  ta n k  c o m p le te  w ith  g la s s  top , f lu o r e s c e n t  l ig h t  
and stan d  -  $ 6 5 .0 0 .

1 - 3 0  g a l .  ta n k  c o m p le te  w ith  g la s s  top and f lu o r e s c e n t  
l ig h t  -  $ 4 0 .0 0

F ra n k  S im m o n s -  966 -  2893
C a r l B e r r y  - 842 - 4780  both  h a v e  fo r  sa le :

2 in ch  J . m a r l ie r i  and J . o rn a tu s
C h a r lo tte  H o p fin g er  - 962 - 1505 w ou ld  lik e  to s e l l:

S m a ll m y s te r y  s n a i ls  - $ . 2 0  and $ .3 0  e a c h  (r e m e m b e r  h er  a r t ic l e ? )

D U E S  D U E S  D U E S  D U E S  D U E S  D U E S  D U E S  D U E S  D U E S  D U E S
We w ou ld  lik e  to rem in d  you  that d u es  fo r  1977 a r e  now  d u e .

S in g le  m e m b e r s h ip s  a r e  $ 7 . 5 0  and F a m ily  m e m b e r s h ip s  a re  $ 1 0 .0 0 . We 
a ls o  h ave a c o r r e sp o n d in g  m e m b e r s h ip  fo r  $ 6 . 0 0 .  D u es m u s t  be p a id  by  
the M a rch  m e e t in g  to  con tin u e  the b e n e f its  o f m e m b e r s h ip .  P le a s e  r e - j o in  
as e a r ly  a s  p o s s ib le .



Just Down the Street 
by Marilyn Waterston

This month I had the privilege to visit the newest shop in 
town, Tropical World Aquarium and Pet Shop, owned by Dave Wiley 
and Frank Bayne. It is located at 12346 Natural Bridge, in the 
Bridgeton Oak Shopping Center, in Bridgeton. Phone- 291-7476, 
hours- Mon to Sat. 9:30-9:30, Sun. Noon-5:00.

I had the pleasure of talking with Dave, who is a discus 
nut. All you discus lovers are sure to find at least three or 
four kinds of discus there. Of course there are fish other than 
discus; Dave stocks quite a variety. One thing gave the shop 
away immediatly as being run and owned by fish lovers; the variety 
of high quality fish. I was quite impressed, and I'm sure you 
will be, too.

This is a general pet shop, so you can find more than just 
fish. The birds are beautiful and well kept. Also, Tropical 
World has snakes and small rodents. Be sure to take note of the 
"indoor stream".

I almost forgot to mention a very important point; Tropical 
World carries salt water fish. At the time I was there, there 
were not a lot of salt water fish in stock, but what was there 
was very nice. I especially liked the little clown trigger.

All in all, Tropical World is a fine addition to the St.
Louis shops. I might add, MASI members get a 10% discount there. 
As a good new shop in town and an advertiser in the Darter, 
Tragical World derserves our support. Good luck Tropical World!!
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“ If you don’t know Cameras —  know your dealer”

Saint Louis Photo Supply
Thirty Four Hundred Lindell 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63103 
31 4 /5 3 5 -6 0 4 0

• PRESIDENT — DELTA KINGS GUPPY CLUB OP ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI
☆  ☆  ☆  ☆  ☆  ☆

ELVIS AND MARIE • G U P P IE S
B R Y A N T  - B E T T A S

it it it it i :  it
IN TE R N A T IO N A L  PR IZ E  W IN N IN G  ST R A IN S
3 4 3 8  A sh b y  Rd. • St. A n n , M issou ri 6 3 0 7 4  • U.S.A. 
T elep h on e: 314 4 2 8 -5 3 6 4

•  MEMBERS —  INTERNATIONAL FANCY GUPPY ASSOCIATION
•  MEMBERS —  INTERNATIONAL BETTA CONGRESS

PHONE'- 6 3 8 -7 4 4 0 6 3 8 -7 4 4 1

WHOLESALE SouIhco 
AuTo ParTs 

Co.
RETAIL

9709 GRAVOIS RD. ST. LOUIS, MO. 63123

♦PROFESSIONAL GROOMING

♦AKC PUPPIES

*FEDIGREE KITTENS

*SALTWATER SPECIMENS

♦SPECIALIZING IN RARE 
& UNUSUAL FISH

g r l l m
HAVE IT — WE WILL BET ITF

434-2022

*SNAKES & REPTILES

*SMALL ANIMALS

♦BEAUTIFUL BIRDS

♦CLEAN & FRIENDLY

♦CUSTOM BUILT AND 
LARGE AQUARIUMS

1H 74 D O *W T K>. . 2  HOCKS WEST OF 1-244 - IN PASEO SHOPPING CENTER



Over 
wate r

S IE B E R T  P E T  SHOP
IOO "tanks o f  h e a l t h y  f r e s k -  
tro p ic a ls . C om p le te  l in e  o f

G a rd e n  Pool F is h , Plants and Supplies. 
Locally raised Canaries, farakeets a"ci Finckes.

HOURS O P E N :
ThuR.%1 Fri. 9:Oo1o8 :30

843-4755 k Tu'--WeJ- s£ '  : 0 O “to (o‘>OO

d Mon.Sun.*"
12348 Tesson Ferry Rd« di Mattis RcF One block South of 1-270

TROPICAL FISH 
MARINE FISH 

SUPPLIES 
GARDEN POOLS

636-8266 
9425 GRAVOIS 

AFFTON. MO. 63123

BAYW AY  
TROPICAL FISH

SILENT GIANT REPAIR SERVICE

MON. - FRI. 11 A.M. - 8 P.M.
SAT. lO A.M. - 6 P.M.

SUN 1 P M - 5 P M . NOV., DEC., JAN., FEB ONLY

THE

VELVETONES
Music F o r  All  O c c a s io n s

JIM
S-42--4 048

CHARLOTTE
062-1505

LINK PHOTOGRAPHY

Picture* Ark Your 

Link with the Pa*t

W e d d in g s
a n n iv e r s a r ie s

P o r t r a it s

Call  Collect
TEL. 376-6210

FREE PARKING REAR OF OUR NEW MALL 
DOWNTOWN FERGUSON

cW utcfi i. H7zofiicali.
£xotic 'I7xofjicaLi ZPLanti &

SHOP ■•C”  Open 9 to  9
IIO SOUTH FLORISSANT RD. PHONE (314) 522-0780



SHARKS! IN ST. LOUIS?

By Jim Thale
Being a.hobbyist and having the opportunity to help Ray at D&E 

gives me a unique opportunity to enjoy the hobby even more. I am able 
to talk to more newcomers to the hobby than the average person. This 
gives one great satisfaction in being able to help someone avoid may of 
the pitfalls that I have managed to fall into, or in some cases, rushed 
blindly into.

There is more to being around D&E than just meeting new prople.
I am able to find out about new products as soon as they are on the mar
ket and new fsih when thay come in. I am one of the first ones to see 
them, or purchase them if I like.

About four months ago I had the opportunity to see shark eggs listed 
on an Invertebrate list from one of our wholesalers. Neither Ray or 
myself expected that these would truly be Real Shark eggs. We thought that this was just another one of the many common names that are labeled 
to most of the fish and invertebrates we deal with. However, in this 
case we were wrong because these spiral shaped leathery looking objects 
were truly the eggs of the Sharks of Port Jackson. This family of sharks 
known as "Heterodontidae" are one of the many magnificent creatures found on the Great Barrier Reef of Australia.

These sharks move inland to breed during the winter months and the 
eggs usually take between four to six months to hatch. However, they have been known to take up to nine months in some cases. We have no way 
to determine exactly how long our two eggs actually took to hatch.
What we do know is that we obtained eggs in early August and at that 
time by holding the eggs in front of one of the aquarium lights, one 
could see the sharks body development which at that time was about an inch and a quarter long. This disspelled our doubts as to the authenticil of the eggs. I will admit we still did not have much hope for hatching 
them since we knew very little about proper care for them. As a matter 
of fact, we really knew nothing about them. By doing some research 
we were able to determine only the type of egg it was, and that dried up eggs washed ashore were called "Mermains Pursees". We found this in 
one of the "Life Science Books". Not much to go on, i& it!

We placed the eggsin a fifty gallon aquarium along with fish of various types; shrimps, starfish and other invertebrates where they became quite a conversational item, and without doubt, were handled a lot 
more than they should have been.

We probably took them out of the water to show 80$ of our marine 
customers that there really was something which resembled a fish floating inside. No one would believe it if you just told them this.

It is obvious that with all this handling we were making every 
iffort to destroy our finny creature before he could burst out into the vast ocean world of the aquarium. This, we decided, was not enough.

The next thing we did was make room for twenty more large salt tanks 
and shuffled things around a bit. In doing this during the first week

X I



Sharks1 - con't.

of November we moved the eggs from their nice 79 tank dov/n to a fark 
71 tank which we had moved under the 55 gallon setups in the process 
of maing more floor room for our new tanks.

Do you know that we could not even do them in with the shock of 
changeing their environment! Because, lo and behold, on Thanksgiving 
Day, out popped one four and a half inch shark!

Unfortunately, he only managed to live four and one half days, and 
he never ate the first bite of food that we are aware of. I just can't 
understand this after "all the good care and attention" we gave during 
the long incubation period.

The story does not have to end with complete failure ,'hbwever, be
cause two days later, the second egg hatched. We got this one to eat fresh live fish from the first day and appears to be developing nicely.

At.this writing our "Horned Shark" is two weeks old,.six inches long, 
has a greyish white basic body color with about one hundred eighty black 
polka dots. He has two very sharp dorsal spines at the front of each 
dorsal fin and he seems to be quite happy in his dimly lighted home.

H U R R A H  F O R  U S  ' . i l l  W E  H A D  T H E S E  M E M B E R S
R E P R I N T E D

C o n g ra ts  to:

F is h  T a le s  -  D e c e m b e r  
N ew  O r lea n s  F is h  Soc e ity
The G la d es  - N o v e m b e r  
E v e r g la d e s  F is h  S o c ie ty
P le c o s to m u s  - D e c e m b e r  
B la c k  H awk A q u a r iu m  
S o c ie ty

How do you  g e t  y ou r n am e h e r e ?  F i r s t  you  m u s t  w r ite  an a r t ic l e .
P le a s e  do not be a fr a id  to t r y .  The e d ito r  w il l  h e lp  y o u . We n eed  to sh a r e  
y ou r  e x p e r ie n c e s  and k n o w le d g e .

J o y  B o g a ck i  

E lv is  B ry a n t  

C . H o p fin g er

How To F e e d  Y our F is h  
W hile A w ay
How To S e le c t  G uppy  
B r e e d e r s
A h , S w e e t M y s te r y  o f L ife



AS THE WATER BUBBLES (conclusion)
By Ken Sommerhauser

"Eureka!" Ultrahobbyist had cried. "I’ve got the answer. I'll 
move the aggie fry to a rearing tank of their very own!"

Alas, this solution to the aquarist's dilemma was better lost. 
Painstakingly, Ultrahobbyist removed all obstacles from the community 10 and proceeded to net and siphon all surviving fry into a transfer 
container. This tedious endearor took a good hour as Agatha persisted 
in stashing fry beneath the aquarium gravel throughout the entire operatic

Finally, the owner had them all and counted heads once again. There 
were 4l living fry. The tetras had indeed taken their toll and ever 
worse, Agatha had made them pay for it dearly.

Fighting back gross frustration and self-directed anger, Ultrahobbyist cleaned up the carnage, reassembled the shattered community 
and went to seek a home for his precious aggie fry. In parting the 
owner laughingly observed Agatha beating the dickens out -of old August. 
That old male was playing the comic relief in this tragedy. Now he v/as 
being blamed for the vanished fry by his dynamic little mate! Figuring August to be in no immediate danger of death, the aquarist resumed his 
quest.

An old established 10 gallon tank was chosen as a newhome for the aggie babies. This particular tank was a natural set-up v/ith neither 
filtration nor aeration. It had been a "green water" (Euglena species) 
tank in months past, and now was overgrown with Java moss and crawling 
with rotifers, a perfect parturage for the hanging aggie babies.

Unfortunately, such was not the case at all! The new 10 in use was one of a brace maintained by the aquarist, in sunlight, as holding tanks 
for feeder, fathead minnows. These, in turn, provided necessary iive food for the large cichlids and nitrogenous byproducts for_propagating live plants. Ultrahobbyist had emptied this particular unit of minnows one week past, so thought only of breeding awards as he eased the aggie 
fry into their new home.

His time temporarily occupied with other considerations, it was_ several hours before the hapless aquarist looked in again on the babies. 
Fully expecting to see the fry chugging around joyfully with full ereen 
tummies, the owner was sharply alarmed to see absolutely no movement in 
the 10. He dropped to his knees in apprehension. Slowly, then ever 
faster, he removed thick clumps of Java moss from the tank. With the 
last large bunch of moss the answer was revealed, Fathead! Overlooked 
at feeding time for a solid week, he had eaten all 41 surviving aggie 
fry in one meal!

Breaking water in a tricky rollover, his distenede_belly pleaming silver in the late afternoon sunlight, the nefarious minnow performed
a splendid pas de un for the stunned aquarist. All was silence save for the sound of falling tears.



Bubbles con't.

Sometime near sundown, Ultrahobbyist calmly arose, netted out the 
fathead and fed him to a young oscar, who burped happily on receipt 
of this prize......

THE PRINCIPALS TODAY
August Agassize - Expired blissfully of natural causes within a month 

of spawning. Buried in the tomato patch with ceremony befitting 
a family pet.

Agatha Agassize - In her prime now, Agatha is lovely and lonely.
Receives amorous overtures from Nestor Nannacara occisionally, 
but doesn't seem to turn on to his chunky bod.

Aggie Fry - Principally devoured by Fathead minnow #1862 (or thereabouts) 
who was fed to young Oswald Oscar, who, in turn, later jumped into 
the tank of Snake Ricropaltes (4 lb, fish) and was, of course, eaten, 
Gets ridiculous, doesn't it?

Surviving Cardinal tetras - Lost in a bacterial blitz shortly after 
August's death.

Surviving Harlequin Rasboras - Living happily with other tetra friends. 
Still refusing to spawn, even in soft water the color of coffee.
(the jerks)

Ultrahobbyist - Still trying to care for more fishes than "State Fish 
and Game". Seriously considering feeding himself to the stock as 
live food. Hopelessly insane.



a r t ic le s  i 'v e  r e v ie w e d  on a n tiv e  f is h  E m ily  W inw ard p r e s e n t s  
one o f the f in e r  o n e s .  B y the s iz e  o f h er  B lu e G ill sh e  had b e tte r  
w atch  it ,  or  s o m e o n e , h ea v en s  fo r b id , w i l l  h ave it  in  a fry in g  pan .
TH E F A L L E Y  STR EAM  (E d gew ood  V a lle y  A q u a r is t  S o c ie ty )  S e p te m b e r '7 6  
B r ia n  N ew m an , a s  u su a l, h as a n o th er  b ea u tifu l a r t ic le ,  and th is  one d o e s n 't  
h urt a b it in " E v e r y  L itt le  B it H u rts" . He ta lk s  about c h a r a c t e r is t ic s  or  
fa i l in g s  o r  c e r ta in  g ro u p s o f f i s h e s  th at m a k e s  w in n e r s  o r  lo s e r s  o f th e m .
N ot o n ly  is  th is  a v a lu a b le  a r t ic le  on sh ow in g  f is h ,  but a ls o  on e that sh ou ld  
h elp  you c h o o se  w h ich  f is h  to b r e e d . In the M ay  '76 i s s u e  th is  sa m e  fin e  
w r ite r ,  w ro te  a lik e a b le  b it on " L ik ea b le  L o a c h e s" . T h is  is  a g e m  on  
C o b it id o e s , a f a m i ly  o f e v e r y th in g  fr o m  k ih li  lo a c h e s  to  the g en u s B o tia .
THE SC A V E N G E R  (L o u is v il le  T r o p ic a l F i s h  F a n c ie r s )  S ep te m b e r  -  O c to b er  '76  
A rt H a y le y  h as a lo t for  you  in  "B aby D isc u s"  w hy not read  it and find  out  
w hat to do w ith  the D is c u s  you  bought a t our a u c tio n . W ith you r D is c u s  in  
one hand and A r t 's  a d v ic e  in  the o th er  y o u 'l l  be w a y  ah ea d  o f the g a m e .
G O LD EN  GATE AQ UA RIST (San F r a n c is c o  A q u a iru m  S o c ie ty , In c. ) A u g u st '76  
A llr ig h t  a ll  you k il l ie  lo v e r s ,  hop on th is  b u lle t in . " M ain ta in in g  and B r ee d in g  
A ph an iu s m e n to " by J im  H ir s c h  and " K il l if is h  m y th s  and m a g is"  a re  a 
co u p le  o f g r e a t  a r t ic le s  on th is  g e m  o f a f i s h .
T R O P I-T O P IC S  (G rea t P la in s  A q u a r iu m  S o c ie ty )  "Spaw ning the J u l ic ic h r o m is  
O rn atu s"  by D on and C a ro l Sutton  i s  w e l l  w o r th  look in g  a t, but k eep  loo k in g  
b e c a u s e  a ll  the p a r ts  a re  so m e w h a t d if f ic u lt  to fin d . T h is  is  a b ea u tifu l  
f i s h  that in d eed  w ould  lig h t up any  a q u a r iu m .
CALQUARIUM  (C a lg a ry  A q u ar iu m  S o c ie ty )  A p r il  '76 " T ila p ia  M o ssa m b ic a "  
by N a ta lie  D o u g la s is  a w e l l  w r itte n  e s s a y  on b re e d in g  th is  c ic h lid .  I 'm  
a lw a y s  a m a zed  at the q u a lity  o f b re e d in g  a r t ic le s  in  m o n th ly  b u l le t in s .  R e a lly  
fo lk s , the in fo r m a tio n  is  h e r e ,  u se  the b ook s fo r  r e la te d  r e f e r e n c e s ,  but 
s t a r t  w ith  the b u lle t in s .
AQ UARIUM  NEW S - R ath er  than r e v ie w  s p e c i f ic  a r t ic le s  o f th is  f in e  m o n th ly  
p u b lic a t io n , I thought I'd ta lk  about its  g e n e r a l  p h ilo sp h y ; m a in ly  th at you  
and a q u a r iu m  s o c ie t i e s  a re  im p o r ta n t and a r e  tr e a te d  a s  su c h . T r y  a 
p u b lic a t io n  r e a l ly  g ea r e d  to the h o b b y is t  and one that is  g e ttin g  b e tte r  
e v e r y  m o n th .

SYPHO NING THE EXCH ANG ES

FISH  F U N  (T r i-C ity  A q u a r iu m  S o c ie ty )  M ay '76 " P r e se n tin g  
a N a tiv e: The B lue G ill"  by E m ily  E . W inw ard is  a n ic e  
a r t ic le  about th is  v e r y  co m m o n  f is h  in  M is s o u r i .  Of the
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V I S I T I N G  O U R  M E M B E R S
by K la u s B e r t ic h

T h is  m o n th  w e v i s i t  w ith  a n o th er  o f ou r good  m e m b e r s .
I tr a v e le d  out to W ood son  T e r r a c e  to v i s i t  w ith  E v e r e t t  
G o ld . Oh, w hat a n ice  v i s i t  i t  w a s .

F i r s t  E v e r e t t  s a id , " W ell, I 'm  a l i t t le  low  on f is h  r ig h t n o w ."  I sh ou ld  
be th at lo w . He is  o f c o u r s e  in to  G u p p ies , and i s  d oin g  w e l l  to o . He h as  
q u ite  a few  a w a rd s fo r  sh o w in g  h is  G u p p ies a ll  o v e r  the c o u n try . He a ls o  
i s  v e r y  p roud  of h is  a w a r d s . He d is p la y s  th em  in  the l iv in g  r o o m  on top of 
a book s h e l f  a lo n g  w ith  h is  r ib b o n s . I h ave n e v e r  s e e n  a n ea te r  d is p la y  o f a w a r d s .

Y e s ,  but dow n in the f i s h  r o o m  the r e a l  tr o p h ie s  a r e  d oing  w e l l .  I 
co u ld  m e n tio n  the c o lo r  he h a s , but he h as so  m a n y . I a ls o  sa w  s o m e  A fr ic a n s ,  
A n g e l f i s h ,  and m y  fa v o r ite  c a t f is h .  R alph  look  out! He h as m y  tw o fa v o r ite :  
b ro n ze  and a lb in o  c o r y d o r a s .  J u s t  one th ing though about a l l  h is  c a t f is h ,  
th ey  a re  b ig g e r  than m in e . Oh, w e l l ,  I ' l l  ju s t  k eep  g o in g . B e in g  a s d iv e r s i f ie d  
a s  E v e r e t t  is  he s t i l l  h as tim e  to m a k e h is  ow n ta n k s , m o s t  o f w h ich  a re  
20 g a llo n  or b e t te r . He h as c o v e r s  on m o s t  o f h is  ta n k s , and he k e e p s  p le n ty  
of lig h t on h is  f i s h .  F o r  the r e a l  tr e a t  o f the e v e n in g  I g o t to v ie w  h is  p la n ts .
He g ro w s  th em  in  b a re  b o tto m  ta n k s .

I ' l l  ta lk  ab ou t th is  a l i t t le  fo r  th o se  o f you who a r e  lik e  m e .  I buy  
p la n ts , b rin g  th em  h o m e , and s lo w ly  but s u r e ly  k i l l  th e m . I c a n 't  ev en  
g e t  w a te r  s p r ite  to  g ro w .

N o n e t h e le s s ,  E v e r e t t  p o ts  h is  p la n ts  in  g r a v e l .  He u s e s  p la s t ic  p o ts ,  
the s e e  th rou gh  k in d . T h is  g iv e s  the p la n ts  lo ts  o f l ig h t . He p u ts th em  into  
the tanks and s e e m s  to h ave in s ta n t s u c c e s s .  N ow  th a t's  not so  h ard  i s  it?
He u s e s  the s e e  th rou gh  cu p s so  th at w hen  the g r a v e l  tu rn s b la ck  on the b ottom  
of the p ot he can  ch an g e  i t .  E v e r e t t  s a y s  w hen  the g r a v e l  tu rn s b la ck  it i s  
w o u r , and the p la n t w il l  d ie  i f  you  d o n 't ch an ge i t .  He a ls o  d o e s n 't  th row  
th is  g r a v e l  o u t. He k e e p s  i t  in  a p la s t ic  b u ck et, and a fte r  he h as a good  
a m ou n t he b le a c h e s  i t  and le t s  it  s i t  a w h ile .  T hen  he w a s h e s  it  and u s e s  it  
a l l  o v e r  a g a in .

A s th is  w a s T h a n k sg iv in g  d ay  and k n ow in g  th at I w ou ld  h ave so m e  
b ird  la t e r ,  I m ig h t a s  w e l l  e a t  so m e  c ro w  h e r e .  S om e t im e  ago I sa id  in  
an a r t ic le  on f i l t e r s  th at y ou  co u ld n 't  u se  hox  f i l t e r s  on r e a l  s m a ll  fr y .
I w a s w ron g  and E v e r e t t  had the p r o o f . N ow , I sa id  th at the fr y  w ou ld  g e t  
cau g h t in  the b o x . W e ll, th ey  do if  you  h ave  a top on  the b o x . If you  le a v e  
the top o ff th ey  ca n  sw im  in  and ou t o f the f i l t e r .  Y ou d o n 't n eed  the top on  
the b o x . You w e ig h  dow n the b ox , put f l o s s  in  it ,  hook up the a ir ,  and le t  
i t  g o . T he f i s h  in  th is  w a y  ca n  a ls o  g e t  in to  the b ox  and e a t  food  th at the 
f i l t e r  h as c o l le c t e d .  W ith the top on  th is  food  w ou ld  h ave b een  w a s te d , but now  
it  i s  n o t.

W ell, w e le a v e  E v e r e t t  w ith  a b ig  Thank you  fo r  the e v e n in g , and 
of c o u r s e  fo r  the " C row " . It d id n 't ta s te  a s  bad a s I th ou gh t.
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TyevieWs
For my first review this 

month I have chosen Goldfish 
Pools, Water-Lilies, and Tropical 
Fishes by Dr. G.L. Thomas, Jr.
Generally, this is a very 
informative and useful book, 
especially on the topic of building your own pool.

The author divides pools into two groups', formal and informal. 
With any pool he reminds us to keep the shape simple for ease of 
construction and maintenance. Of course a plan must first be 
drawn up, and the cost estimated. Also, a site should be chosen 
with great care. The author says that the pool should not be 
located under a tree because of the maintenance problem from falling 
leaves. (Boy, can I testify to that!)

More decisions concerning your pool also need to be made. 
Building materials range from brick to concrete to pre-fab plastic. 
The author reccommends reinforced concrete for any large pool, but 
for quick and easy installation the pre-fab plastic pools are really 
nice.

When you decide to build your own pool there are other things 
to decide upon too. One very important one is how you are going 
to clean and drain your pool. In our climate you probably should 
drain your pool every fall. This is where the pre-fab pools have 
disadvantages; they have no drainage system. That means along 
with the problem of draining it in the fall, there is an added 
problem--every time there is a big rain storm the pool will over
flow. Even fish that seem too big to be washed out can easily 
float out of a fool if the rain storm is heavy enough. But, if your 
pool has its own drainage system, a sudden rain will not wash away 
your fish, and your cleaning chore can be minimized. Of course if 
your pool does not have drainage, be sure to set it on high ground 
so when you drain you can use a hose and siphon the water out. This 
still will not help the problem of rain storms washing out fish.
(I have drawn one of the author's suggestions for drainage for a

pool. Taken from p. 36 of 
his book, the slight 
alterations are my own.)

This book includes much 
more than what I have written 
about here, but I felt that 
the author's discussion on 
pools to be the book's 
strong point. Also included 
were sections on Water-Lilies, 
farm pools, "all about gold
fish", and tropical fish.



The other book for this month is the Tropical Fish Identifier 
by Braz Walker. The club does not own this book. I decided to 
review it because I feel it is a first rate book for the novice 
or young aquarist. Each fish listed has a good color picture, 
usually of male and female on the opposite page from its description. 
The information given on every fish includes itss order, family, 
scientific name, popular name, range and habitat, description, 
length, care, feeding, and breeding. All information is easy to 
understand without being too shallow. More than 100 of the more 
popular tropical fishes are included in this book.

This book falls in the general category of encyclopedias, but 
unlike so many which tend to be shallow in one place and abstruse 
in the next, this book is consistant throughout. I would reccommend 
it to anyone who knew little or nothing about tropical fish, and 
were not ready to specialize. I still use my copy when I want 
fast information without having to plow through pages of text.

This book is only concerned with fish, nothing is included 
on how to set up a tank, what equipment is needed. Pla,nts are 
not mentioned either. It is strictly a book to help one identify 
tropical fishes that are commonly sold in pet shops.

O '

Goldfish Pools,
Water-Lilies, and 
Tropical Fishes is one of 

older books that the club owns.
Its copyright is 1958, but don’t 

let that worry you— I saw the up
dated version, and it is exactly thê

—  same. It now sells for $10, or you * *
L can check it out from the club.

Tropical Fish Identifier is 
not avaliable in most pet shops, becausl 

it is not a TFH book. But it can be 
found in many book stores, just look
* for it in the pet or hobbies section. 

Its a great little book, and in 
hardback it only sells for $5. 

'Till next raonth-
KEEP READING!



BIONIC JAWS MEMBER ANALYSIS
By

Marlis Beechamp and Joey Schneidewind 
(reprinted from The Plecostomus,Blackhawk Aqu.Society,Inc.,May,1976)

NAME: ADDRESS:
CITY:__________________________ STATE:____________PHONE:________

1. How did you first hear about the B.A.S.?
( ) Friend ( ) Relative ( )Stranger ( )Strange Friend

or Relative
2. How do you rate the club meetings? ( ) Fabulous ( )Outstanding

( ) Excellent ( ) All of these
3. How many tanks do you have?_________Largest___________Smallest

Total estimated value____________
* *

4. How many fish do you have? ____________Estimated value?_$_____
5. What type of fish do you have?___________Most expensive_______
6. Do you specialize in any rare or exotic fish?___________
types__________ how are they identified?___________
7. Do you own any special equipment? ( ) Diatom ( ) Compressor 

( )Silent Giants ( ) Microscope ( )flouorescent hoods
( ) Eiheim filters ( )others)_________________

8. How do you rate your area police force? ( ) good ( )fair
( ) poor ( ) waht police

9. How many guns do you keep in the house?___________
10. Do you live alone?__________
11. ‘'''hat hours do you work?___________
12: When do you go on vacation?_____________
13. Do you have any dogs?_____What is their reaction to strangers?
14. What kind of lock do you have on your door:___________________
15. Place your house key in this box and trace.

Thanks you very much for your help. Please notify us if you move,
------------------■»■>,-« K ^ n r -c  rvr ira r-a -M  rvn  n l a n q .  2#>



2nd ANNUAL TROPICAL FISH SHOW 
Sponsored by

LEWIS AND CLARK AQUARIUM SOCIETY, INC.

Friday January 28th through Sunday January. 30th, 1577

Class 2 Novelty Aquarium 
Class 3 Guppies 
Class ^ Bettas
Class 5 Tetras, Rasborac, Barbs
Class 6 Common Livebearers (excluding Guppies and Hybrid)
Class 7 Single Cichlids
Class 8 Catfish
Class 9 Goldfish
Class 10 Angels
Class 11 Hybrid Livebearers
Class 12 Ana’osntids
Class 13 Sharks, ;I>caches, Eels
Class 14 Cichlids
Class 15 Family Breeders
Class 16 Open

HOLIDAY INN NCPTH OF ST. LOUIS

CLASSES
Class 1 Aquarium Beautiful

<*
from 5 gallons up, v-ith 

p i s , having their own stand being
thr.r 1 or 2 gallons.
rhic-nal in all tanks and bowls. 
ths Guppies and Bettas. No box i. An air supply will be furn~ 

l , (except Guppies and Bettes)
3. Heaters are optional. The Show to maintain room temperature of

vow Committee will make an effort 
cf degrees ©r above. An



4 .

5.

6 .

electrical outlet will be provided for each; tank and bowl. 
LightingClass 1 - Lighting is mandatory. Gro-lux bulbs are allowed. 
Classes 3 and 4 - Lighting is prohibited.
All other Classes - Lighting is optional.
DecorationsA. Tanks - A background and side coverings are required.
B. Drum Bowls - A background is required.
C. Gravel, Rocks, Rea'1, v Artificial plants, etc. are option

al, except where s '. : iherwise.
D. All containers sha covered.
Addendum
A. Further information 

ions can be had b\*
B. Show breakdown sha'! 

the auction on Sun -
C. The Show Chairm• 

unpresentable or*....
D. Judging points 

Aquarium Beautiful,

cunearning any facet of show operat- 
i Bill Drewes at 1-618-259-6639» ■ :in immediately at the close of 

/•••uraary 30, 1977-final authority in matters of 
rules, etc.

; otrnes except Guppies, Bettes, 
i'ovoi.iy Aquarium and Family Breeders.

Health, Deportment 
Color and Markin.;- 
Fin Formation 
Size

■fond Ltion 25 re-
35 ,r 
30 po  
10 goTo tal ?oint s 100

Class 1 Aqusrixrm ?. ;;r.PPerl
A. Contain nr r-ao-ty will be -?.t 20 gallons
B. Light 1. ;: h : - r:?.; or Crr-lrc type bulbs are allowed
C. At 1 c . 3 nricies of f.Wh icust be present in the 

contain r r ,D. Any tyre of decoration is allowed as long as it com
plies with -Me "NATURALNESS CONCEPT".

E. Judging Pointsi
1. First I.-r.wssion 10 point
2 . Overtf < .atin :■ m v  ess ion 40 poirt
3. QUhl . , ’- ' f fish 25 point
4. Qual.it;- of decorative

3.C C\ *.• .■ • > ■25 point
fetal Points 100

Class 2 Novelty Aqu:. n .
A. Contain-?V J :.YA ■ . i be at a 20 gallon max.iv.rn with

shape •. ■ (i • ' •' 1 . to the entrant.
B. Light! r.,■ in op-:-.' •' •t. v4ux type bulos are s.lP;
C. Fish u'v . :? ■ be container.
D. Any tyr;• ■.- f -lie. r. : . is allowed. Container m: •

have o. * •* * y- t •; !.j . •■ i t  c



Class

Class

Class

Class

Class

Class

Class

Class

Class

2 E. Judging points:
1. Originality of Theme 40 points
2. Set-up 35 points
3. Fish to Fit Theme 25 points

Total Points *100
3 Guppies

A. Only the male will be judged. A female may be inc
luded at the discretion of the entrant.

B. Only §  gallon drum bowls are allowed.
C. No lighting, filtration, aeration, or heating is 

allowed.
D. A solid colored background is required. Mirrors are 

allowed. No other decoration is allowed.
E. IFGA judging points will be used.

^ Bettas
A. Only male will be judged. A female may be included 

at the discretion of the entrant.
B. Only i  gallon drum bowls are allowed.
C. No lighting, filtration, aeration, or heating is 

allowed.
D. A solid colored background is required. Mirrors are 

allowed. No other decoration is allowed.
E. IBC judging points will be used.

5 Tetras, Rasboras, Barbs
A. Only pairs are allowed, .if readily sexable.
B. The general show rules and regulations apply.

6 Common Livebearers
A. Only pairs are allowed.
B. The general show rules and regulations apply.

7 Single Cichlids
A. Only single cichlids are allowed.
B. The general show rules and regulations apply.

8 Catfish
A. Only single catfish are allowed.B. The general show rules and regulations apply.

9 Goldfish
A. Only single goldfish are allowed.
B. The general show rules and regulations apply.

10 Angels
A. Only pair- igelr wi 1 be allowed.
B. The gen- 1 w rulap nd regulations apply.

11 Hybrid Li~ rers
A. Only pa .vs rill be allowed.B. The general show rules and regulations apply.

Class



A. Only pairs will be allowed, if readily sexable.
B. The general show rules and regulations apply.

Class 13 Sharks, Loaches, Eels
A. Only pairs will be allowed, if readily sexable.
B. The general show rules and regulations apply.

Class l4 Cichlids ( e r  a lifting Ar.gcls) ' .. : .
A. Only pairr will be 7 lowed, if readily sexable.
B. The general shew' rules and regulations apply.

Class 15 Family Breeders
A. Parents a. d 8 or more fry w'hich are f grown or 

smaller per entry.
B. Fry must have been spawned, and raised by the 

entrant.
C. Judging points are as follows!

1. 31 > fi-yltv of breeding and raising - 35 points
2. Color and' quail'' / 40 points
3- Deportment and condition 25 points

Class 16 OPEN
A. Any kind of fish not having a class elsewhere.
B. The general show rules and regulations apply.

entrance requirments
A. Entry is open to anyone. An entry form with entry fee 

should be submitted to the Show Chairman.
William J. Drewes 440 California Avenue 
East Alton, IL 62024 
1-618-259-5639

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF ENTRY IS Th; RSDAY, JANUARY 27. 1977.
B. The entry fee is $1*50 for the first entry and Si.00 for 

each additions entry. No limit to the number of entries.
C. Set-up time will be between 2:00 p.m. and 12:00 p.m. on 

Friday, January 28, 1977* Judging will be on Saturday 
January 29. 1977 beginning at 9:00 a.m.

£  — TION
An auction will be held at 2:00 p.r- on Sunday, January V
1977. Public viewing of auction ’• ■ '-'.-in at 12 no or.
Any show entry that is going < .-•.ioned on ’Sundry v
be'plainly marked. Fie. , Plant - ad hard goods will bo ac
cepted between 12 neon e d Is 3 -• There is a limit of 5 bar
goods and a limit c f  fgs c " h per person. Any f' eh e
tered in the show 're? n the : ovn imitation
There will be a mi . ... ..d c 0 on auerye :
50fs> of the final bid will go t  vis arc Clark Aquariu ■ 
Society, Inc.

Class 12 Anabantids



AWARDS
1 st Place - Trophy2 nd and 1 rd - Rosed ::e Ribbons
Best of Shew - Trophy; awarded to entry with the highest num-’• of tr/tal -rcints - excluding Classes 1 and 2
Awards for all u an mo:? wi-eL is 
urday ever..in;' 1 ' ' ;"o
be placed or.  i

The Lewie qua" '
invite one ' v- u
be held a'1’ la-. iT >1'- ' “ m x S z ?
January 2 . ,  
fabulous and r 
ARMENT. He ]rarest of the African Cicriles, 
will be Road. ;il. Au jus

nrded at the banquet on Sat- 
1 o;-r club. F • . .no cards willd o y l i e s  and r .burns .

i o e i o t y ,  Tn e . v o i f 'd  li.be to 
x I Avar ;uet. It will

a t  I  f CO p .m , on Saturday, 
to o'-uo end enjoy a 

■}. l o-CHLIDo by HOMER 
rides o ' the commonest end 
l“c morn for the banquet 
•t r. cf $7.50 per person.

This auction is f ; - no r,-: 00 •. • •' ho largest and best suctions of 19?? Jr. 'o ricbv.rvt. In; nro going to have everything 
from the c-a-unrest Afrinar-. dio; life to some of •• e most beaut
iful and v V .  K i l l  ;. r r  • to  ro p e  listed h e re  fish that 
will be afford ..or • - >■- v-uc tion. Any bo a;/ can bring
fish for the auc Irion, f.rt pi.rase obey the bag limit 1 We 
encourage ov.t of - • 'g along a couple of bags of
fish to help do.fr.' . e * 0 may also place a minimum
bid on Horn.. :LV •
Trematocranes - : . rei eergi OB Labeotrop reus uelleborhi
Aulonocara nyassao OB Labeo tropes us trovr.m.’sae
Haplochrcmis polyetiyma Julidochroroi ? trim so* busLabidochromis f r .  , r r . i  Julidochrom • r
Cobalt P. 7,ebra Julidochromie ;Red P. zebra. Trqpheus duooisi h. d.
OB male n : p P. sc ora Trcpeus moored (dvr;-: rte)White v v ' -a MA-yaj,
Pseudotropin . . ,r '1'
Pseudo trophev.. -1Pseudo tropheu • -'..'urrJ ?.v.ePseudotropheus • routi” lor. •
Aphyosemion bivittatum Ml 1 Ay'
Aphyosemion puer?li A';'
Aphyosemion wal ' rri 
Aphyosemion ce!
Cynolebias ale:.:.. . ' v.t ,
Sail fin Black Molll- Rc

rn o o ru i (yJranbe  
o p h e u s e ie g a n s  rbous microstoma 

.3 sprengarae
'.'i gardneri 

.1. straitum r t r e  
.••> filaim er:Jto ■ ':r' 

•p.’i  b lu e  f r '  P f

Eand)

0. no k..v:o;.'. •••
B e 11 a s - M a n y  e  o 1 o  - 

and si.
>ie:

This is just the beg inn. , t.;
and plants offered for sa.:.e tin 
come in from out of town or a 
auction, you will not be disappointed with the quality anr 
variety of fish offered for sale.DON • T MISS THIS GIGANTIC AUCTION m i i n i n i l l l

-.11 bo s p e c i e
e not on this list, 
the street just for tir



ENTRY FORM

Name Telephone Number
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s 2nd A n m - .  
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KC 7 9  •
■ r y  and br each

I ,, C.A.jS . Inc. • 
Inc ■ arid

a 1< ss of fish on accessories.

Date ^nature
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THE DARTER
M isso u r i Aquarium S o c ie ty  
9̂ 4-07 T i l l e s  D rive 
Brentw ood, Mo. 63H4JI

C o n tr o lle d  C ir c u la t io n  
p o s ta g e  p a id  at 
S t , L ou i3 , M issou r i

Ralph Wilhelm 
4756 Milentz Ave.
St. Louis, Mo. 63116


